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Notas do Presenter
Notas de apresentação
What you will talk about during the presentation 


Four Industrial Section:

1. Seafarers — 1,100,630

2. Dockers — 476,846

3. Fisheries — 144,604

4. Inland Navigation — 113,717

And a Special Seafarers Department
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ITF

protect
conditions of
employment

WWW.ITFGLOBAL.ORG

strengthen our
affiliated unions

attack
substandard

shipping

- Moving the
eliminatethe World
FOC system Fonward
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Flag of Convenience Campaign - Inspectorate

In the Inspectorate

Chile

1 8 Finland
Ireland

4 Korea
Malaysia

Nigeria

9 8 Philippines

Uruguay
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negotiate with
employers at IBF
negotiatingforum to
ensure minimum pay
and standards for
seafarers

boardingvesselsin
portsto ensure
vessels covered by
an ITFapproved
CBA

protect seafarers
against risksand
dangers involved
in cargo handling
and lashing, and

taking action
against vesselsthat
are not covered by

ITF Agreements guarantee
. seafarers rest
working closely with enforce cargo handling periods
ITF Inspectors to clause known as Non-
support seafarers Seafarers Work Clause

flag of convenience campaign - dockers’ supporting the campaign
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The work of the ITF Inspectorate …. 

Brazil 

Ali Zini SINDMAR
Renialdo de Freitas - CONTTMAF


Seafarers Section

\
) &b

International Maritime Future of the industry Suicidetobe recognised Unfair treatment
Organisation (IMO) _ . :
Worker involvement Counselling for Toolkit
International Labour Women & young SR
Organisation (ILO) people

Maritime Labour Convention
2006, as amended
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IMO work – sets all the rules on how ships operate internationally

ITF have IMO Permanent representative, Brank Berlan, and an IMO Liaison Assistant, work together with representatives from our affiliates on the ITF Maritime Safety Committee – various IMO committees – to ensure the seafarers voice is articulated (hours of work, training, lifeboat safety)

ILO – MLC in particular which I will mention again in my presentation

Women and young people be attracted to the industry in future when it might be viewed differently, not so physically demanding in terms of operational roles

Other: support affiliates with any campaigns and promote solidarity – this will be illustrated when I talk about criminalisation soon


Inland Navigation

Some of the section’s work is regionally and or nationally orientated.

- New Section Committee (after Singapore Congress 2018)
- International Minimum Standards for Inland Waterways

- Improving Safety in Inland Navigation Sector in Bangladesh
- Tugboats Project
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1) Prior to 2018, the section had a Chair and Regional Chairs, but not a committee as other sections

2) International Minimum Standards: According to 2018 Congress resolution, the areas to address should include:
regularised employment, 
social security and minimum wages, 
safety, 
crewing levels 
working time and 
training and qualifications

Sustainability: to meet the challenge of climate change and the consequent drought impacting inland waterways
ILO to promote and encourage investment by regional and national administrations: upgrading river infrastructure to make it more climate resilient, promotion of clean hubs
Achieve a just transition: promote dialogue to ensure workers are at the centre of discussions on new technology and sustainability
Promotion of women and young workers training

3) Bangladesh: ILO to specifically assist and facilitate a transition to more stable forms of employment 

4) Tugboats: remind people about the tug boat campaign and all the work we have done with the Position Paper and video: https://www.itfglobal.org/en/sector/inland-navigation. 
We are now producing a doc on Core Employment Standards
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1) Internet access wherever possible – free of charge or not costly for seafarers



Abandonment of
Seafarers

Maritime Labour Convention
and amendments

Covid pandemic — increasing
cases

New Guidelines
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IMO/ILO resolution on provision of financial
security in 2001 for abandoned seafarers

ILO Database established in 2004
Maritime Labour Convention
Amendments on financial security
IMO/ILO develop specific guidelines
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1) 2001- IMO adopted guidelines on financial security alongside the resolution – at the time not much enforcement

4) Amendments on financial security ensured flag and port states now had to check financial security for repatriation 

5) Incorporating existing legislation and provisions





Notas do Presenter
Notas de apresentação
Mohammad Aisha – Syrian sailor left abandoned for 4 years off the Egyptian coast 
waiting for his ship the M/V Aman to be sold

Chief officer on Bahrain flagged MV Aman - ship was detained by Egyptian authorities due to expired safety equipment certificates

Swam ashore to charge his phone & collect food provisions

Mother died whilst he was left stranded unable to go home


Mohammad with ITF Contact in Egypt
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Our ITF Contact in Egypt agreed to take over as the legal guardian of the ship


At the airport on his way home




)
Abandonment has increased significantly

Abandonments

2019 40
2020 85
2021 95
2022 119
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First of all: Between 2011 and 2016 the no. of abandonment cases ranged from 12 to 19 cases

After - Under reporting then and now – FOCs do not report them – Liberia once, ISWAN 5/6 and others ITF

Marshall Islands flag asking for cases to be removed from the ILO database once case is resolved & dispute some others



Maritime Labour Convention requires:

Shipowner responsible for repatriation,
outstanding wages & other entitlements

Flag states verify financial security system

When shipowner fails to provide basic
entitlements flag states should step in
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1) Due under their contract of employment, employment agreement and essential needs like medical care

2) Ongoing process with Flag and Ports States checking financial security system (this applies from 2014 amendments - financial security then implemented in MLC, 2017)

Financial security system is there to to cover outstanding wages and essential needs, fuel for the ship and the cost of repatriation.
Wages covered by a P&I Club under financial security system is limited to 4 months

2) And states which have recruitment and placement agencies in their territory also need to check those services have an insurance system in place

3) Equally if there is no valid financial security system, flag state should step in and support seafarers if necessary with assistance from port state or country where the seafarers are resident 

2022 amendments: Port States, flag states & labour supplying states to cooperate to ensure same rights under the MLC for seafarers brought in to replace those on a ship which is abandoned



Records abandonment - ILO/IMO database
Coordinate with all relevant organisations
Port State should take action when others fail
Facilitate repatriation & replacement crew
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Same: ILO/IMO Database on reported incidents of abandonment of seafarers

Port States have to facilitate the repatriation of seafarers and replacement crew on board, and necessary provisions; fuel for the ship, food and water, medical care, access to TU support and/or welfare organisations

3)  Port State or country of seafarers nationality step in when shipowner and flag state fail their responsibilities

Last point: Flag or Port State, depending who pays the cost, can recover costs from shipowner, and detain the ship if necessary
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1) Agreed in Geneva Dec 22, Guidelines need to be approved by the MLC Special Tripartite Comm and IMO Legal Comm

2) Previously requirement was only for states to ensure provisions in their laws cover some of the circumstances around abandonment
And so provisions for abandonment were found in the MLC and other provisions

2) Now in one place we have all the relevant material and guidance on abandonment – act as reference point for all the authorities and social partners on how to resolve cases – useful as a tool for affiliates to lobby their national administrations

3) Incorporates all MLC provisions and the amendments and also the IMO FAL Convention (Convention for the Facilitation of International Traffic - 1965) – brings Guidelines into greater coverage because all states are bound by this IMO Convention, but some countries have still not ratified the MLC

Finally - Should remember these are guidelines which expand on existing legislative requirements – all states should be strengthening systems of inspection of seafarers labour conditions 
& engaging in social dialogue (hope in Brazil this will be easier now) which should contribute to dealing with abandonment effectively 



Criminalisation and
unfair treatment

- Increasing cases

- [LO/IMO Fair Treatment
Guidelines

- Maritime Crimes
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Why do seafarers suffer so badly

Maritime accidents, pollution infringements —
authorities react

Seafarers detained
Lack of effective legal representation
ILO/IMO Fair Treatment Guidelines
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Last - The current Guidelines need to be followed by all states

But they do not specifically cover maritime crimes 

Wakashio – maritime accident – ITF Involved
Heroic Idun – a current case
Capucine R – ITF and our affiliates worked together
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Wakashio – maritime accident in July 2020

large bulk carrier on its way from Singapore to Brazil 

Owner: Nagashiki shipping co. of Japan, chartered by Mitsui OSK
Ship changed course, maybe too close to shore
Hit a valuable coral reef – close to Mauritius



=)
M/V Wakashio

Panamanian flagged bulk carrier
Significant oll spillage

Master and Chief Officer detained

ITF intervened - released December 2021
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Salvage efforts hit by poor weather, oil spillage, tug boat involved in the salvage operation overturned with the loss of 4 lives

Unfortunately the Panama flag administration said officers failed to keep the ship on its correct route (wi fi/crew members birthday) 
– a couple of crew members over contract, including the Master

Master (Indian) and Chief Officer (Sri Lanka) put in jail and charged with endangering safe navigation’ – possible 60 year jail sentence
Other crew members held as witnesses also not allowed to return home, they were in a hotel

JSU – IBF agreement and ensured crew were paid and all expenses covered

the Master and Chief Officer were sentenced in Dec 21 - pleaded guilty as a means of securing a more lenient sentence – and as detained in custody for 18 months they were allowed home after the trial

Chief Engineer and 2nd Officer not released until the trial took place – so 2 innocent seafarers just held in Mauritius for 18 months (when they could have given evidence via a video link)
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Pic of 26 seafarers on board Heroic Idun – a crude oil tanker, Marshall Islands flagged ship

In August 2022 the time charterers ordered the ship to load a cargo of oil from Akpo in Nigeria.

the ship was waiting for clearance when the Master decided that the ship had to move away from a suspected pirate ship, thinking that there would be any problem in subsequently receiving the necessary clearances. 

But 4 days later the ship was arrested by the Equitorial Guinea navy whilst passing through their territorial waters, and they were held at gunpoint with 15 members of the crew then detained ashore for interrogation for 14 hours without legal representation. 

Several crew members suffered from malaria and typhoid fever during this period of detention.

The following month the owners paid fines without an admission of guilt, but the ship and the crew were still not released. No formal charges were made 

Then after a further two months in Nov 2022 the E Guinea authorities gave permission for the Nigerian authorities to move the ship and crew to Nigeria, and they have been held in Nigeria since this time. 
charged with falsely pretending to be victims of piracy and dealing in crude oil in an Exclusive Economic Zone without legal permission. 

Jan 23 – the 26 seafarers, for which no distinction was made in terms of decision making authority, were due to stand trial, but this has now been adjourned. The penalty facing the crew is life imprisonment 

Given the seriousness of this case it has been raised at the IMO when discussions have been taking place about criminalisation


Capucine R

- |ITF and TDS intervention
A 2 . - MSC ship

' *'”*“F“”a””‘"-‘.";"“"”"”:' - Drugs in sealed container
: . Crew detained

' Michael Rodel
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July 2021 coastguard in Turkey intercepted the Capucine R – after searching the ship they arrested the Ukrainian Master and 3 deck officers

Drugs were found on the ship, but in a sealed container
Customs officers from the original loading port in Brazil confirmed it had been loaded on board the ship in a sealed condition so the seafarers would not have known about its contents

But it is thought that public disquiet in Turkey over the country’s role as a potential transit hub for illegal drugs contributed to the arrests



=
Capucine R

SOLIDARITY
ACTION
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TDS intervention first got them moved to a hotel from prison

ITF worked with MSC and also FIT-CISL as the lead affiliate for the Italian company

ITF put out media releases and most importantly TDS worked through their political channels – February 2022 crew released and allowed home – 
this is a picture of TDS paying a visit to the Ukrainian seafarers in Turkey

ITF have a criminalisation toolkit 
This is being updated; maritime crimes so many more prominent recent cases 


(4 Indian seafarers in prison in Senegal – M/V Asso 6 – they have been held since arrest in June 2021 on drugs charges which were found on their ship – this is currently being investigated with our Regional Official Bayla seeking to speak to the Senegal authorities and our Inspector in Senegal has been trying to get access to the crew)

ITF/ICS/IGP&I letter on detention in prison in Honduras of the former Master of the Mount Hikurangi, Captain Yu Yihai, while awaiting trial for the alleged offence of aggravated drug smuggling – he was detained in August 2021


7550 'NTERNATIONAL
g\@ MARITIME

S~ ORGANIZATION

ITF work at the IMO Legal
Committee
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ITF working with the International Chamber of Shipping, InterManager, P&I Clubs to extend the current IMO/ILO Fair Treatment Guidelines

Looks like it will be difficult to amend the existing joint IMO/ILO Guidelines, instead we can develop separate Guidelines on maritime crimes, modelled on existing format for maritime accidents

Need to be agreed at a joint IMO/ILO meeting – we hope will be in 2024



ITF

WWW.ITFGLOBAL.ORG

Moving the
World
Forward
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So working in the international institutions is a slow process

But the ITF will continue this work, and we very much hope that our comrades in Brazil will continue to support this in the way that Carlos has done at recent meetings
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